In the title compound, C 17 H 14 O 2 , the COO group and the anthracene fragment form a dihedral angle of 76.00 (19) . The torsion angle around the O-Csp 3 bond of the ester group is 108.52 (18) . The crystal structure is stabilized by C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions and edge-to-face arene interactions with C-HÁ Á Á(ring centroid) distances in the range 2.75-2.84 Å .
Related literature
For related crystal structures, see: Bart & Schmidt (1971) ; Heller & Schmidt (1971) ; Sweeting et al. (1997) . For the preparation of the title compound, see: Larsen & Harpp (1980) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 (Sweeting et al., 1997) . The conformational features of the title compound ( Fig. 1 ) resemble those found in the crystal structure of the analogous methyl 9-anthracenecarboxylate (Bart & Schmidt, 1971) . A comparative examination of the crystal structures, however, reveals that a slight modification of the molecular structure has a fundamental influence on the molecular packing mode. According to the presence of a twofold screw axis, helical hydrogen bonded strands (Table 1 , Fig. 2 ) running along the c axis are the basic supramolecular entities of the present crystal structure. Furthermore, the anthracene units of neighbouring strands are arranged in "edge-to-face" herringbone fashion with the closest intermolecular distance of 2.86 Å.
Experimental 9-Anthracenecarbonyl chloride (300 mg) in CH 2 Cl 2 (45 ml) was reacted with ethanol (10 ml) and pyridine (2 ml). The resulting solution was heated under reflux for 11 h, then cooled to room temperature and subsequently extracted three times with 2 N aqueous HCl and water (50 ml, each), and finally two times with water (100 ml). After addition of CH 2 Cl 2 (200 ml) the organic layer was dried over CaCl 2 and the solvent removed under reduced pressure. Recrystallization of the white powder from acetone yielded colourless crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis. (82%, m.p. 381-382 K). Anal. Calcd.
for C 17 H 14 O 2 : C 81.58; H 5.64; Found: C 81.42; H 5.90%.
Refinement
In absence of significant anomalous scattering effects, Friedel pairs were merged prior to refinement. All hydrogen atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using the riding model with d(C-H) = 0.93 Å, U iso = 1.2Ueq(C) for aromatic, 0.96 Å, U iso = 1.5Ueq(C) for CH 3 and 0.97 Å, U iso = 1.2Ueq(C) for CH 2 H atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound with atomic labels and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids for non H-atoms.
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